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Contractor finds niche success with
roller-compacted concrete
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Robert Smith Inc.’s Volvo ABG7820 paver placing 5 ½ inches of RCC in Dalton, Georgia.

 

If you were to ask Robert Smith, he’d tell you – he’s glad he found a new niche.
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A�er four decades in the asphalt paving business in and around Chattanooga, Tennessee,
Smith has seen the highs and lows of a trade entwined with a fluctuating economy and volatile
commodity prices. It’s a brutally competitive business. And so it was with a mixed sense of need
and opportunity that Smith began dabbling in roller-compacted concrete – a heavy-duty
cement mix that can be poured as quickly as asphalt.

Over the past seven years, Smith’s company has perfected the process of placing thousands of
cubic yards of roller-compacted concrete in just a few days’ time for its industrial client base. As
word has gotten out, Robert Smith Inc. has transformed itself into an RCC specialist, and now
more than 90 percent of its workload is in roller-compacted concrete.

Smith credits his newfound niche in RCC for helping him through the economic recession.

“It scares me to think about where we would be if we were still competing in asphalt,” Smith
says. “I’ve been in this business for 40 years. I’ve seen so many people come and go. I just don’t
even want to think about what we’d be doing if we still relied on asphalt jobs.”

 

Where need meets opportunity

Smith’s story is one that’s high on resilience and opportunistic risk-taking. Smith worked years
for his father-in-law but struck out on his own in 1989. At the time, his company consisted of
himself, his wife, his son and five associates.

At its inception, the firm was strictly an asphalt-paving company. About seven years ago,
however, things began to change. Clients began coming with requests for roller-compacted
concrete.

(http://www.equipmentworld.com/files/2013/02/Robert-Smith-03.jpg)RCC isn’t a new product.
It has been around for decades. But it hasn’t caught on in many parts of the country as it
competes with asphalt and the more traditional poured-in-place concrete. RCC is designed to
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bring the two together – o�ering the ease of placement of asphalt and the high-impact
durability of concrete.

RCC consists of the same basic ingredients as traditional cement mix, although in di�erent
proportions. It is placed with asphalt-style pavers, equipped with high-density screeds, and
rolled to a finish with roller compactors.

In the early days of his RCC work, Smith sculpted surfaces using small motor graders and
rollers. Then he landed a career-altering job – a 60,000-cubic-yard project at a nearby
Volkswagen plant. It required an investment in a paver that could handle RCC jobs for the long
haul, and so Smith chose the Volvo ABG7820 paver.

Talking about power

At a recent job in Dalton, Georgia, Smith’s crew was placing the final sections of a 2,000-cubic-
yard industrial lot for a Shaw Carpet facility. The site would be used as parking for tractor-
trailers, making durability a significant factor in the project.

(http://www.equipmentworld.com/files/2013/02/Robert-Smith-104.jpg)Smith’s paver made
quick work of the job. Dump trucks dropped more than 7 cubic yards of concrete into the
paver’s hopper. The machine’s flexible screed was set 22 feet wide, and its dual tampers
compacted the concrete to 96 percent density. Workers could walk on the cement – poured 5 ½
inches thick – immediately a�er it was placed.

A pair of Ingersoll Rand rollers (which have been manufactured by Volvo Construction
Equipment under the Volvo brand since 2007) brought the concrete to its final density and
smoothed o� the surface with just two passes. Later, it was treated with a wax-based curing
compound.

No looking back
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Today, Robert Smith shudders when he thinks of where he would be without his plunge into the
RCC niche. He started in asphalt when he was 20 years old. He’s 64 now.

“I think the RCC has actually helped me through the hard times,” Smith says. “We’ve become
very good at it. If I was doing straight asphalt, I might be laying o� people and running a small
crew. The asphalt business is really competitive right now, but in the next 10 years, roller-
compacted concrete will be the way people go, especially on industrial jobs.”

Editor’s Note: This story was edited with materials provided by Volvo Construction Equipment.

Rentar Fuel Catalyst -The Leader In Pre-Combustion Technology – Watch Now!
(http://www.equipmentworld.com/our-partners/rentarnative/rentar-fuel-catalyst-the-leader-in-pre-
combustion-technology/)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37n0M9-gRoI Get Started Today at Rentar.com Download  a Free Product

Brochure Here (http://www.equipmentworld.com/our-partners/rentarnative/rentar-fuel-catalyst-the-leader-in-pre-

combustion-technology/)

From our partners AD

(HTTP://WWW.EQUIPMENTWORLD.COM/AUTHOR/RENTARNATIVE/)
PRESENTED BY: RENTAR (HTTP://WWW.EQUIPMENTWORLD.COM/AUTHOR/RENTARNATIVE/)

Name *  Email *  

There are no comments

Join the Conversation
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Comment  

Post Comment

 

http://www.equipmentworld.com/our-partners/rentarnative/rentar-fuel-catalyst-the-leader-in-pre-combustion-technology/
http://www.equipmentworld.com/our-partners/rentarnative/rentar-fuel-catalyst-the-leader-in-pre-combustion-technology/
http://www.equipmentworld.com/author/rentarnative/
http://www.equipmentworld.com/author/rentarnative/


(https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?
xai=AKAOjsuP1SnWYPADTX6_OkgQRse83AWDPlJbPIcTl8jHaI_5Ypmy7HWMtqIf2BARb68XVfEzHQhsxy9SPPwHVm8pbkfz_TomxqS4mEYqXdWObDt3-
dR-kfYx56VaQsjP2SLUmYxww2LYEPKIlo8CP6qugb-FEPW39eSoWmpUiiFLHZrHSIp8LdZkWEHXapvWRIeo6OEgBkgvWPju2PPLWRw&sai=AMfl-
YTv6zYl3J50RdHsVlyNCFkH-
GqE9SnZETMOCYxow9fss8fn6IzCggl6iieahie9AtdAiKystmVzyw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG9TPPSB8FrEEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.nesrentals.com/create-
account-landing?utm_campaign=rntrt&utm_medium=bnrad&utm_source=ew&utm_content=1075x1000&utm_term=16012l-local)

PRIVACY POLICY (HTTP://WWW.RANDALLREILLY.COM/ABOUT-US/RANDALL-REILLY-PRIVACY-
POLICY)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS (HTTP://WWW.RANDALLREILLY.COM/ABOUT-US/RANDALL-REILLY-
TERMS-AND-CONDITIONS)

 (HTTP://WWW.RANDALLREILLY.COM)

RANDALL-REILLY™

©2016 EQUIPMENT WORLD

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuP1SnWYPADTX6_OkgQRse83AWDPlJbPIcTl8jHaI_5Ypmy7HWMtqIf2BARb68XVfEzHQhsxy9SPPwHVm8pbkfz_TomxqS4mEYqXdWObDt3-dR-kfYx56VaQsjP2SLUmYxww2LYEPKIlo8CP6qugb-FEPW39eSoWmpUiiFLHZrHSIp8LdZkWEHXapvWRIeo6OEgBkgvWPju2PPLWRw&sai=AMfl-YTv6zYl3J50RdHsVlyNCFkH-GqE9SnZETMOCYxow9fss8fn6IzCggl6iieahie9AtdAiKystmVzyw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG9TPPSB8FrEEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.nesrentals.com/create-account-landing?utm_campaign=rntrt&utm_medium=bnrad&utm_source=ew&utm_content=1075x1000&utm_term=16012l-local
http://www.randallreilly.com/about-us/randall-reilly-privacy-policy
http://www.randallreilly.com/about-us/randall-reilly-terms-and-conditions
http://www.randallreilly.com/

